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Tranquil
island gem

Balimay be a holiday mainstay for many but those
willing to venture further afield in the archipelago will
be well rewarded, says Paul Ewart
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Premium Escorted Rail

RAIL HAS ARRIVED
AT TRAVELMARVEL
IN 2016!

HORSEand cartrumbles
alongthenearby dirtroad,
kickingupacloud of sand. To
y right,aresidentislander
gently strumsa Bob Marley classicon his
guitarfrom the comfort of hishammock.
Ontheleft,amiddle-aged couple—kitted
outinsnorkel gear—maketheirway
downfromthe cafedeck tothe pristine
whitebeachbelow. Welcometo Gili Air.

Forgettheraucous Bintangsinglet-
wearing crowds holidayingin Bali; Gili
Air—inmap terms,anyway—isastone’s
throwfrom thetouristhotspot, butit may
aswellbean entirely different country.

Gili Air (or Little Island of Water) is
partofanarchipelago of threesmall
islandsjust offthenorthwest coast of
Lombok. Here,laid-back Indonesian
island cultureis fused with atourism
industry cateringtotravellers seeking
someserious R&R.

There’sadefinite “castaway” vibe here
and asmall resident population of Sasak
peopleallowsvisitorsarare glimpse of
traditionalisland life—onethathasbeen
largelylostin otherpartsoftheregion,due
totheinfluxoftourists.

Asyoumightexpect, navigating this
sliver of sandis easy. Whilethereareno
motorised vehicles on Gili Air, bicycles
areinabundance and easily available for
hire,asareasteady stream of small horse-
drawn carriages, or “cidomo”.

However, given thatyou canwalk
around theisland in about 90 minutes,
thebestform of transportwillbe your
owntwofeet. Indeed, walkingpaths
snakeall overtheisland,includinga
coastal path, which makesforapleasant
eveningstrollahead of sunsetoragreat
early morningrunningtrack.

PREMIUM RAIL JOURNEYS

Be transported back to a golden era of holidaying, when
train travel was a highlight in itself. Committed to offering

CASTAWAY VIBE: Sunrise Resort villas on Gili Air (above); and small horse-drawn carriages
or cidomos are a common sight on the island (left).

Although Gili Airisclosesttothe
Lombok mainland, itisthemost
overlooked of thethree Giliislandsin
terms of development (for example, the
island’sfirst ATM was only recently
installed). And with thisbasic
infrastructure comes power outages or
“matilampu”. These small disruptions
canlastforafewhours, butmosthotels
andbars haveback-up generators.

Likewise, this slower pace means that
thepolished five-star hotels of
neighbouring Baliareyettoarrive,so
expectaccommodationthaterrsmore
onthesideofrustic. Butthere’sarange of
optionstosuitall tastesand wallets.

Astandoutisthe Sunrise Resort,
which offerstraditionally constructed

more choice, we have partnered with Great Rail Journeys
who bring more than 30 years’ experience on some of
Europe’s most renowned railways. So sit back, relax and

watch incredible scenery glide past your window.

v' The perfect balance of comprehensive inclusions,
key sightseeing and free time to explore

at your pace

v Included - Premium
Escorted Rail travel

v Included - Locally
guided sightseeing,
transfers, tipping
and many meals

v Included — Premium
accommodation
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villaseither overlookingthebeach or
setbackin coconutgroves. Think
hand-cutsolid stonebathtubsand
privatehammocks with seaand
mountainviews. Whilethebeachisonits
doorstep, there’salsoapretty natural
stonepool, complete with waterfall. The
hotelisalsoadjacenttoapopular
restaurants: Le Cirque—a French eatery
thatalsohasatakeaway patisserie.
Atdusk, thesmell of fresh seafood
beinggrilled on charcoal signals thatit’s
timeto eat. Most of the dining and night-
life options are on the east coast and
positioned directly onthebeach.
Beingaplacewherepeoplereally
cometo getaway fromitall,organised
activities arethin onthe ground, but

Edinburgh, the Highlands & Islands
$1,000 SAVING PER COUPLE*

9 DAYS FROM

$3,295*

PP, TWIN SHARE

Jacobite_ZmcSFort W/lllam~

Steam Train

Isle of Oban,

u West
Highland Li

% X
GlaSgOWO’“lluumn (2278

RJTSHS9

BALLACHULISH

7
SAVE A BONUS
$400 PER COUPLE
WHEN 6 OR MORE
PEOPLE BOOK
TOGETHER ON THE
SAME DEPARTURE

EDINBURGH

Rome, Sorrento & the Amalfi Coast
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*Conditions apply. Prices are per person (pp), twin share and are inclusive of stated saving amounts. Prices are correct as at 6 October 2015, but may fluctuate due to changes in availability, surcharges, fees, toxes or exchange rates. Prices based on no porterage. Prices based on RITSHSY: 30 June 2016, RITBDCY: 21 April 2016 and RITICST0: 11 April 2016. Limited offers, available until sold

out. Offers are subject to availability, are not combinable unless otherwise stated, are available on new bookings only and may be withd

at any time. A non

fundable deposit of $2,000 pp is due within 7 days of booking. Final payment due 150 days prior to departure. MONETARY SAVINGS: Offer cannot be redeemed for cash and is non-transferable. TRAVEL WITH FRIENDS & SAVE:

When 6 or more people book together on the same tour and departure date on any rail journey within this publication, they will receive an additional saving of $400 per couple. Combinable with the 51,000 per couple discount. Not combinable with any other group discount. TOTAL PORTERAGE: On select tour departures where specified, you can upgrade fo Tofal Porterage where your bags are
picked up and dropped off between the train and the hotel for the duration of the four. Enquire for further details. Australian Pacific Touring Pty Ltd ABN 44 004 684 619. ATAS accredifation #A10825. TM2481
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whenyou'redonewith thebeach,it’stime
togetwet. Thesnorkellingand diving
hereisworld-classand theislandis
smackbangin one of Indonesia’stop
divingspots—anareathatalsohasa
reputation forbeingthe “turtle capital of
theworld”.

Headstraightforthe coralreefonthe
easternside of theisland, wherefine,
whitesand givesway toareefthat’s
accessibleatboth highandlowtides. The
seais crystal clear, with temperatures
averagingavery pleasant28Candthe
marineliferangesfrom the ubiquitous
(although, stillimpressive) giant green
turtletomoray eels, parrotfishand the

moreelusiveblack and whitetipreef See gilibookings.com
sharksand mantarays.
Asunspoiltasmy experienceappears STAYING THERE

tobe,onmylastnight on Gili Air, I find
myselfdrinkingabeer ortwowitha
Scottish hotelierwhohasbeenrunninga
property ontheisland forthelast15years.
He’spredictingmajor changes for this
little piece of paradise. “Things are going
tochange—and quicklytoo,” hesays.

GO02
GILI AIR

GETTING THERE

Virgin Australia flies daily to Bali from
Sydney, Brisbane, Adelaide, Perth
and Melbourne.

See virginaustralia.com

From Bali there are a variety of fast
boat options to Gili Air, with many
tickets including transfer from or to
your hotel. Check seat availability
and book online ahead of travel.

Sunrise Resort: With a location a few
minutes walk from the main harbour
-and a few steps away from the
best snorkelling beach - this
property ticks boxes. Traditional
villas either overlook the beach or
are set back in a coconut grove.

“Enjoy itwhileitlasts.” Heexplainsthat See sunrisegiliair.com
thejumpinpopularity of the
ts neighbouring “party island”, Gili SEE AND DO THERE
Trawangan,isimpactingonthepeaceand Gili Air Divers: Offering year-round
] relative serenity of Gili Air. scuba at every level in addition to
My eyesopened, [ spot construction [ free diving introductory courses, Gili
y hadn’tpreviously noticed and as [walk Air Divers is one of the
downthedirttrack totheharbouron best operators on Gili Air. It's
my finalmorning, 'mgivenaflyerfora also handily located in front of the
] rave. Arave! best snorkelling area on
- Ileaveknowingthat, atleast for now, theisland.
thetranquillity of thisisland gemisintact, See giliairdivers.com
butwho knowsforhowlong.
So,whetheryouvisit Gili Airasanadd MORE : L . i P G
ontoaBalibreak orasastand-alone See indonesia.travel & [ #3 : 55 s H o i s

holiday,doitsoonbeforeit’stoolate.

QUIET HAVEN Gili A|r is one of three small |sIands off the northwest coast of Lombok Plcture |St0ck

INDIA'S GOLDEN TRIANGLE
CRUISE AND TOUR

ISTANBUL TO TAJ & TIGERS LUXURY ASIA &,

ABU DHABI &
INDIA'S GOLDEN
TRIANGLE

FROM $3999p

Celebrity Constellation®
22 nts » 12 November 2016

PACKAGE INCLUDES:
o AII mtemahonal flights from

°1 nﬁh¥stay in Istanbul

? 14 Night luxury cruise from_
Istanbul (overnight stay) visiting
Athens (( |raeus? cmlse the
Suez Canal to Agaba, Muscat
and Abu Dhabi (overnlght stay)

« All Meals and Entertainment
onboard the cruise

* 5*6 N|gPt/7 Day fully escorted
Golden Triangle tour of Old &
New Delhi, Agra and Jaipur.
H|gh||'9his ‘include Taj Mahal,
ﬁl? ort, Fatehpur Sikri, Hawa

ahal Amber Fort and more

Upgrade tn an Oceanview cabin
from $299pp
or Balcony cabin from $799pp

second to none

CLUB CRUISES'

TOUR WITH
LUXURY SPICE
ROUTE CRUISE

FROM $5499r»

Azamara Quest®
25 nts 14 April 2016

PACKAGE INCLUDES:
o AII Internatlonal flights from

. 1 ni ﬂh¥ stah( in Singapore

ight All Inclusive Ultra Luxury
cmlse from S ingapore visitin
Penang), Colom
Cochin, Goa (Mormugao), Bombay
LI\IIIumbal), Muscat and Dubai

Overnight onbo:
| Me: s, Drmks& ntertainment

. Comgllmenta Azamazing Event
0ard gratuities

* 7 Night/8 Day fully escorted tour
visiting Delhi, Agra, Ranthambhore
and Jaipur staylng in 5* hotels
Ihrou?hout Highli thts include Taj

Agra Fort, Ranthambhore

National Wildlife'Park with game
Safaris, Fatehpur Sikri, Hawa
Mlahal Amber Fort and more

* All tax

PRICE INCLUDES v
i AND THALAND
" o FYCRUSE&STAY

*
*

VIETNAM

&5 | FROM $1999

‘\“ ‘ Celebrity Millennium®
1 16 nts e 27 February 2016

PACKAGE INCLUDES:
* Flight from Sydney to Hong
Kon

g

* 14 Night cruise from Hong
Kong (overnight onboard)
visiting Hanoi (Halong Bay - 2
Days/1 Night), Hue/Danang
(Chan May), Ho Chi Minh (Phu
My), Bangkok (Laem Chabang -
2 Days/1 Night) and Singapore
(overnight onboard)

 All Meals and Entertainment
onboard

1 night stay in Singapore

* Flight from Singapore to
Sydney e All taxes

AUSTRALIAN
TOPEND
FLY CRUISE & STAY

FROM $1599p»

Celebrity Millennium®
18 nts » 11 March 2016
PACKAGE INCLUDES:

* Flight from Sydney to
Singapore

E e 2 night stay in Singapore
. r— 16 night cruise from

Singapore visiting, Bali
(Benoa - 2 Days/1 Night),
Darwin, Cairns, Brishane and
Sydney

 All meals and entertainment
onboard

© FREE gratuities worth
$264.76pp

o All Taxes

COMBINE BOTH CRUISES FROM 0NLY $2699pp FOR 31 NIGHTS

E

Opening Hours: Mon - Fri 9am - 7pm e Sat - Sun 9am - 5pm

“AUSTRALASIA

Al prices are ‘from prices’ and are per person, based on a twin share and were correct at time of going to print, are valid for new bookings only and are subject to change. Prices are inclusive of taxes and port charges. Transfers and gratuities may not be included in the price, check at time of booking. Visas are required for certain destinations, and are the responsibility of the customer.

Cruise1st recommends all travellers purchase travel insurance at time of booking. Itineraries, including hotels, airlines and advertised prices are subject to availability and subject to change/increase at any time. Airfares are based on economy flights. Combination cruises may not be allocated the same stateroom throughout the voyages.
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